
I often notice when I greet 
someone that one of us asks the 
other “what’s new?”  Sometimes 
this question stumps me. My 
first thought is “what news do 
I have that would capture the 
other person’s attention?” Then 
I realize it may just have been a 
“hello” similar to other greeting 
questions like “how are you?”  

To start with an answer – we 
are fine.  This means that the 
Youth Homes is solid, financially 
sound, has enough work, has 
great kids to help and has  
dedicated supporters who give 
generously as we move forward.  

Instead of following up with 
“what is new at the Youth 
Homes,” I’ll tell you what is old.  
The group homes we started in 
the ‘70s are still operating and 

are still relevant.  We still see 
many kids who need a place to 
mourn their losses before they 
venture back home or into a 
new family.  Of course, many 
things are new, from cultural 
competence to new labels for 
describing our kids’ issues and 
techniques in treating those 
problems.  But thankfully, some 
things have stayed the same – 
and those things are what we 
had a vision of when we started, 
and are still insuring that they 
are in place.

Kids needed, and still need, 
to be safe.  They deserve to have 
caring adults who are dedicated 
to their growth.  Kids need a 
dream to grow toward.  They 
should have opportunities to 
succeed and fail – to reach as 
high as possible.  Kids need to be 
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in healthy relationships.  They 
should take responsibility for 
their actions, and they need 
guidance in learning how to be a 
stand-up person.  They need our 
attention, our time and our true 
interest in them as individuals.  
As I look back over the years I 
have been involved (yes, I am 
including myself in the answer 
“what is old here”), I can  
assure you we are as dedicated to 
these principles as I was when 
I walked through our doors in 
1976. And, I hope just a little bit 
wiser.     

Geoffrey Birnbaum
Executive Director
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When dealing with teens, we 
always worry about “sex, 
drugs and rock and roll,” 

but probably the greatest threat to our 
young people today is obesity.  From the 
beginning of our work with children, we 
have always put their physical  
development on par with their  
intellectual, spiritual and emotional 
growth.  So, when we looked at our  
successful partnership with Run Wild  
Missoula, Missoula’s premier running 
club, and their amazing Missoula  
Marathon, we decided to give back.

This year we have joined with other 
businesses and organizations to sponsor 
the Missoula Kids Marathon on 
Saturday, July 10, the day before the 
Missoula Marathon.  Our job is to run a 
small media campaign which encourages 

and supports kids to challenge themselves 
by running and  
charting 25 miles throughout the 
spring and summer.  We will also 
have Youth Homes kids and  
volunteers on hand for the run’s last 
1.2 miles to cheer on the kids as they 
finish their “marathon.”  This event 
is a great investment in the health of 
our  
community, and we are pleased to 
join in this campaign.  Watch for our 
ads and remember to congratulate 
any kid you know who is running – 
they can use your support.

Again this year we will also have 
our Run 4 Kids team for the Mis-

soula Marathon, which helps get community members invested 
in running for our youth.  Over the past two years, our team 
members have raised more than $100,000 for our programs and 
services.  So if you’re thinking of participating in the full or half 
marathon, please consider joining our Run 4 Kids Team.  For 
more information or to join, call 721-2704 or visit  
www.youthhomesrun4kids.org.

Over a decade ago, our good 
friends at Pyron Technologies 
donated their services to create our 
first website.  This was a big step 
for us.  Recently, they came back to 
us with new software that allows 
us to be more effective in our  
communication because we can 
easily update our Web content.  
This will help us maintain current, 
accurate information and be more 
creative in our presentation of this 
information.  All this will serve 
two great purposes, one obvious 
and one a little less obvious.  First, 
we will be better able to engage 
people and gain their support and 
involvement with Youth Homes 
through donating, volunteering, or 
fostering/adopting. 
 

Second, by having all these op-
portunities to explain what we do 
to the public, we are also educating 
ourselves as to what we do well 
and what we could do better.  The 
more we communicate what we do, 
the more we are forced to critically 
think about what we ought to do. 
This allows us to better focus on 
what is most important for our 
children.  In the end, we  
accomplish the most important 
gain – knowledge in helping kids 
who need adults to care and help.  
Many thanks to Dave Pyron and 
his great staff for working closely 
with us and for bringing their 
broad experience in this field, to 
our staff who spent a lot of time 
editing and organizing the content, 
and to Chris Carey our marketing 
coordinator who kept us on task 
and put everything together in a 
artful package.  Please visit us at 
www.youthhomes.com and let us 
know what you think.   

Join the Youth Homes Run 4 Kids Team!

Visit our New Website!



A New Sponsor for the Missoula Kids Marathon -  
Youth Homes!

We are actively recruiting runners and walkers to join our Run 4 Kids Team who will 
participate in the Missoula Marathon on July 11th. Last year we had 117 members who raised nearly 
$60,000 and this year we want to do even better! 

We want to congratulate our friends at the Runners Edge and Run Wild Missoula/Missoula 
Marathon for receiving the recognition of “Best Overall Marathon” from the readers at Runners 
World. What a huge and deserved honor!

As a team member your race registration and race training through Run Wild Missoula is paid for 
by our generous sponsor Montana Rail Link. We ask that in return you set a fundraising goal of $500 
individually or a team of two can partner up to raise $750. We have great prizes for reaching or  
exceeding your goal including prizes for the top three fundraisers! 

Team members receive weekly email support and motivation, a high-quality team running shirt for 
race day as well as pre-race and post-race events. This is a great way to accomplish a personal  
achievement while making a difference in the lives of kids in our community! Please consider joining 
our team!
 
This year Kim Anderson, our former Development Director, is blogging about Hannah, a 14 year-old 
girl, currently in care at one of our group homes. Kim is writing about Hannah’s ex-
perience in care as well as her own experience in training for her first half  
marathon!

Join the Youth Homes Run 4 Kids Team!

Kim Anderson sets out  
on a training run.

To learn more about joining the Run 4 Kids Team please visit www.youthhomesrun4kids.org  
or give us a call at 721.2704 and ask for Ramey, Chris or Laura.

Read Kim’s blog entry from Day 1:
“I’m going to do something kinda nuts for me. I’m going to run a half marathon 
in honor of a kid at Youth Homes in Missoula, MT. I am in awe of what this kid I 
have never met will need to do to get better. As I contemplate how hard it is to run 
5 minutes in a row after a lifetime of never (not kidding) exercising into a real 
sweat. I know it pales in comparison to what kids struggle with each day as they 
try to get healthier with the odds against them.” 
To check out Kim’s blog please go to: kim-thereluctantrunner.blogspot.com

Visit our New Website!



Thank you for making the Holidays so special!  
A Voice for Life, ABR, Inc., Albert Price, Alice and Richard Dailey, ALKO Supply, All Saints’ Episcopal Church, American Endowment Foundation, Angela Previte, Anne and John Remien, Barbara 
and George Stanley, Barbara and Stephen Herndon, Barbara Engler, Barbara Lehman, Barbara Potts, Barry Dutton, Barry Whitmore, Bernard and Janice Silverman, Beth and Paul Loehnen, 
Betsy and Gerald Doty, Betty Dupont, Betty Winchell, Blackfoot Telecommunications Group, Blake and Caryn Ludwig, Bob and Jane Becker, Bob and Margaret Wafstet, Bob and Patty Clay, 
Bobbi Kandurian, Bonnie Faust, Bonnie Hamilton, Boone Karlberg, Bradley and Frances Taylor, Brenda Guiltner, Brian and Ann Bachman, Brooke White, Buckley Builders, Inc., Carl and Kathy 
Thomas, Carl Rebich, Carol and Robert Seim, Carolyn Goren, Carolyn Walker, Carter and Susan Beck, Casey and Kamra Kolendich, Charla Murray, Charles B. Leonard, Chris Love and Ron Skin-
ner, Christine and Michael Caldwell, Christmas Party Volunteers, Chuck and Tina Rose, Clara and Ronald Erickson, Colin Sherrill, Collin Bangs and Patsy Plaggemeyer, Costco, Craig Hurlbert, 
Craig Stirling, D.A. Davidson and Co.,  Dale and Jackie Hanson, Dale Horton, Daniel and Rebecca Brandborg, Daniel Gallacher, Darlene and Ed Timmerhoff, Darlene and Lyle Frahm, Dave 
and Ruth Ann Bunnell, David and Lorrie Lake, David and Roz Diggs, Davidson Family Foundation, Dee Dee and Larry Gianchetta, Deffy’s Motel, Denise  Zimmer, Rita Michell and all who 
attended the Christmas Angels Luncheon, Dennis and Ann Woody, Dennis and Karen Heuscher, Department of Justice - Forensic Science Division, Diane Williford, Diedra and Alan Hoyt, 
Dirk Williams and Kristine Foot, Dolly and David Browder, Don and Bente Winston, Don Shattuck, Donald and Marcia Babowicz, Donald and Mary Shaughnessy, Donald Bedunah, Dori and 
Bill Johnston, Dorleen and Phil Bakke, Dorothy Douglas, Doug and Deb Banks, Dr. Jerry and Judy Williams, Dr. Daniel and Susan Braby, Dr. David and Jeanette Tawney, Dr. Donald and 

Joan Lodmell, Dr. Fred and Diane Bodholt, Dr. John and Virginia Browne, Dr. Kim and Marilyn Curtis, Dr. Marshall and Tonia Bloom, Dr. Mary Ellen Campbell, Dr. Michael Stebbins, Dr. Stephen 
Seninger and Mrs. Daphne Herling, E.O. and M.K. Peterson Living Trust, Edna Bennett, Eileen Keenan Photography, Elaine and Richard Gagliardi, Elizabeth and Thomas Rich, Elizabeth Rowe, Ellen and Blaine 

Bloomgren, Ellen and Richard Marshall, Ellen Fetscher, Entertainment Express,  Erwin and Ethel Byrnes, Evans Ace Hardware, Inc., Exie and Tim France, Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund, First Call Computer Solutions, First Inter-
state Bank – Kalispell, First Lutheran Church, First Presbyterian Church, Five Valley Senior Bowling League, Fonda and William Ditch, Fran Quiram, Fraternal Order of Eagles 1693, Fred and Frances Jackson, Fred Luety, Gail and Don Nevin, 

Gail Goheen, Galusha, Higgins & Galusha, Gary and Judy Matson, Gayle and Dick Walton, George and Lynda Corn, Georgette Moses-Dosch and Leroy Dosch, Georgianna Taylor, Ginnie and Marvin Horner, Glacier Ice Rink, GlaxoSmithKline Biologicals, 
Glenda Elliott, Greg and Vikki Chilcott, Gudrun M. Nickel, Hamilton High School Booster Club, Hank Butzel, Heather and David Kliber, Ira and Carolyn Robison, Jack and Patricia Cohen, Jack Kempner, Jackie Smith, James and Barbara Madden, James and Donna Koch, 
James and Jean Hagan, James and Kathleen Owings, James and Linda Vansickle, James and Sally Gillilan, James and Shirley Isaacs, James G. & Marcia Valeo Charitable Foundation, Jan and Gale Everett, Jane Iten, Jani Summers, Jay and Colleen Pohley, Jean and Arlo 
Ellison, Jean and Harry Lafriniere, Jean Bowman, Jeanene Jukkala, Jeanne and Matthew West, Jennifer Standley, Jessica Randazzo and Jeffrey Kern, Jill Perelman, Jim and Colleen Doolittle, Jim and Lynn Heydon, Jim Krausch, Jo Ann and Ian Lange, JoAnn Fabrics, 
Joanne and William Reynolds, M.D., John and Alice Roemer, John and Bromley Casbara, John and Dorothy Robinson, John and Kathleen Bartos, John Bell, John Croft, John Cuches, John Cuddy, Jon and Kathleen Warren, Joseph and Clover Quinn, Joseph and Irene 
Topel, Joseph Graziano, Joy Mckay, Joyce Hickethier, Judy and Bill Brodsky, Judy and Tim Sather, Julie and Adam Benson, Karen and Burke Townsend, Karen and Terry McEneaney, Kari and Brodie Cooney, Karin and Robin Silverstein, Karl and LaVerne Boehmke, Karl 
and MaryAnn Boehmke, Kat Martin, Kate McMahon and Bob Horne, Kathi Marks, Kathleen and Mark Rotar, Kathleen Ort and John Duffield, Kathy and Charlie Swannack, Kaye Bergman, Kevin and Diana McCann, Kim Becker, Kimberlee and Dirk Visser, Kimera and 
Brian Robertson, Kings Christian Church, KMSO and the Mountain of Giving businesses/partner agencies, Konrad and, Rosanna Akland, Kurt Larson, Land Lindbergh, Larry and Bonnie Flanagan, Larry Duncan, Laurie and Greg Moore, Lawrence and Margaret John-
son, Lee and William Ballard, Leonika Allen, Leslie Nelson, Lillian Wenger, Linda and Wayne Beddow, Linda Jo and Dan Tuxbury, Linda Noble, Linda Sherman, Linda Whittlesey, Lindsay Richards and Thomas Roberts, Lindsey Ashmore, Lois and Shelton Williams, Lois 
and William Dunlap, Loreen and Mark Skinner, Lyle and Gail Grimes, M. J. and Michael Schutte, M.D., Marc and Shellie Pitman, Marcille Sohlberg, Margaret Reardon, Marguerite and Ronald Taylor, Marie and Mark Porter, Marilyn and George Gogas, Marilyn Bruya, 
Marion Bradley-Cook, Mark Crosbie, Martha and David Lowery, Martin and Jonell Prather, Martyn Service Company Inc., Marvie Redmond, Mary and Gregory Terrell, Mary and John Stevenson, Mary and Jud Moore, Mary and Mark Thane, Mary and Robert Sullivan, 
Mary Jenni, Mary Kay Kriley, Mary Lynn and Charles Eiseman, Mary Minor Smith, Matt and Lisa Hayhurst, Maureen Murphy, Melanie and Lewis Matelich, Michael and Andrea Pipp, Michael and Denise Campbell, Michael and Stephanie Young, Michael and Terry 
Moran, Michael Cowan, Michelle and Kyle Lingscheit, Mike and Chris Parnell, Mike and Gay Peterson, Mike Hardy, Mike Johnson, Mimi and Len Sauer, Mimi Jergens, Missoula County Republicans, Missoula Fire Science Laboratory, Missoula Noon Rotary Club, Mis-
soula Sunrise Rotary Club, Missoulian, Monida Healthcare Network, Montana Northwest Company, Mora Payne, Mountain Water Company, Mrs. Joanne Knutson, Myra and Dallard Johnson, Nancy and Bill DeCou, Nancy and Bruce Bugbee, Nancy and David Tyrell, 
Nancy and George Hirschenberger, Nancy Kelly, Nancy Winslow and Doug Webber, M.D., Nathan and Jane English, Nature Conservancy, Noon’s, Norman and Alice Foster, Northwest Imaging, Osburn Irrigation, Pam Moody, Paoli, Latino & Kutzman, P.C., Partners 
Creative Inc., Pat and Don Simmons, Pat and Lisa Sharkey, Pat Corrick, Patricia and Horace Sanders, Patricia Hightower, Patrick and Mary Robins, Paul and Kimberly Keiper, Paul Policastro, Paula Sheridan, Payne Financial Group, Pearl and Jim Donovan, Peggy and 
Charles Bloom, Penny and Rick Oncken, Penny Orwick, Peter Leander, Phyllis and Dr. Louis Whitsell, Pizza on the Fly, Powell Surveying, Inc, Presbyterian Women, Rachel and Joseph Adams, Ram Engineering, Randolph Jacobs, Rapp Family Foundation, Ray and Fern 
Hart, Ray and Jeanne Arvish, Red Rooster, Rev. Leigh Wallace and Alvira Wallace, Richard and Karen Green, Rick Fuhrman and Christine Coffin, River Rising, Robbie Mathiason, Robert Benson, Robin and John Cheetham, Robin Tawney Nichols and William Nichols, 
Ronnie Budge, Rose and Gene Peterson, Rotary Club of Hamilton, Rowland and Mary Ricketts, Roxi and John Riley, Russ Read, D.D.S and Judy Frey, Russell Smith Courthouse Employees, Ryan Sullivan and the Missoula Alliance Church, Ryne Mading, Saint Augustine 
Angelican Church, Saint Francis of Assisi Parish, Sally and Alden Wright, Sally Cameron-Russell, Sally Thompson, Sandy and Pam Volkmann, Santa Marty, Sarsfield and Teresa Dougherty, Scott and Betty Long, Scott and Laura Bovard, Sentinel Kiwanis, Shannon and 
Mark Hemstreet and the Shilo Management Corporation,, Sharon and Tom Walsh, Sharon Hayes, Sharon Schroeder, Sons of Norway,  Sophia and Daniel Lambros, Sophie Redjou, St . Anthony Church, St. Francis Xavier Church, St. Patrick Hospital, St. Paul’s Episco-
pal Church, Stacey and Robert Hauck, Stan and Rebecca Duffner, Starbucks, Stephen and Kim Powell, Steve and Lindsay Manaras, Stumptown Snowboard Shop, Sue and Steve Rolfing, Sun Mountain Sports, Susan and Mark Williams, Susan and Roy O’Connor, Su-
zanne Pitt and Jesse Pitt, M.D., Tammy and Rod Scott, Teri and Guy Sharp, The Charles Engelhard Foundation, The Hyde Company, Theone Johnson, Thomas and Cindy Northey, Thomas France, Thomas Hudson, Tim and Patricia Hancock, Tom and Beverly Devine, 
Tom Deveny, Tom Swenson, Tom Vanorio, Treasure Chest, Turek Trucking Company, University of Montana Business Services, University of Montana Dining Services, Vicky and Robert Velin, Voice Foundation, Walter Grant and Julie Turunen, Warren Neyenhuis and 
Margaret Tonon, Washington Corporations, Weber Greiser and Mary Langenderfer, Wells & McKittrick, P.C., Wendy Wing and Mark Kathrein, Wesley and Nicole Jones, Western Montana Lighting Supply, Whitney and Nate Schwab, William and Linda Stoudt, William 
and Lois Dunlap, William and Susan Price, Youth Homes Kids, Zach Aldrich

Thank you all for helping our children this past holiday season with your generous gifts, volunteerism and kindness!
We try our best to thank everyone who helped us during the 2009 holiday season.  If we missed you, please let us know at 406.721.2704.
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For the past eight years, the 
Bitterroot Youth Home has been 
serving the youth of Ravalli Coun-
ty in a small, four-bedroom house 
on South 2nd Street in Hamilton. 
Up to seven kids at a time have 
shared bedrooms, sat elbow-to-
elbow at the dining table, and 
squeezed into the cramped living 
room to watch TV, with not a lot 
of privacy or 
space.

All that 
changed this 
March when 
the program 
moved into its 
new house on 
Providence 
Way. The new 
house, which is 
four times the size of the old one, 
allows us to reach our program 
capacity of eight. Most of the kids 
will get their own bedroom and 
now have room to spread out their 
homework on the dining table or 
read a book in the corner without 
disturbing others.

The BYH board and staff first 
looked at the house two years ago 
when it came onto the market. 
However, the $400,000 asking 
price was not feasible, so they kept 
looking into other options. With 
the downturn in the economy, the 
home went into foreclosure and 
the Youth Homes board approved 
buying it and renovating it to meet 

the program’s 
needs. Executive 
Director Geoff 
Birnbaum said 
“We are very ex-
cited about this 
opportunity and 
are blessed that 
we could take 
advantage of 
the current real 

estate market to obtain a house of 
this caliber within our budget.”  

On March 13, volunteers from 
the Hamilton High School Booster 
Club, Trapper Creek Job Corps, 
Lone Rock Christian Church and 
staff spent the day moving fur-
niture and other possessions to 

the new house. The staff and kids 
have quickly adjusted to the new 
house and are ecstatic about the 
increased space. Kay Crowe, pro-
gram manager, walked through 
the front door to find one of the 
girls doing cartwheels in the liv-
ing room. “That’s the best thing 
I’ve seen in years.  Our kids never 
had the opportunity to do that in 
the old house”, commented Crowe 
with a smile on her face.

Pigman Builders renovated the 
top floor of the house to accom-
modate six bedrooms and an office 
for staff. In the coming months, 
we will be asking for community 
support to complete the outside of 
the home – finishing the building’s 
exterior, installing a driveway and 
parking areas and adding land-
scape. 

If you would like more informa-
tion on how you can help us finish 
the Bitterroot Youth Home, please 
contact Laura Henning at 721-2704 
x 231. 

The new Bitterroot Youth Home

Bitterroot Youth Home Moves Into a New House!

On February 20, the Bitterroot Youth Home Gala hosted its 7th annual gala, Romancing with 
the Stars, at the St. Francis Pastoral Life Center.  The evening was our most successful gala yet, 

raising $26,000 to directly benefit the youth in our care! We are delighted by the community’s support 
and express our sincere gratitude to all the donors, attendees and volunteers who contributed to the 
event’s success, especially our sponsors:

Lead Sponsors
Bitterroot B’s, First Interstate Bank, Jani Summers at Exit Realty, Massa Home Center,  

Pigman Builders, Ravalli Family Medicine, Soroptimists International of Hamilton 

Supporting Sponsors
Alpine Granite Accents, Big Sky Eye Care Clinic, Bitterroot Drug, Farmers State Bank,  

GlaxoSmithKline Biologicals, Subway of Hamilton, US Bank

Featured Sponsors
Clagett Construction Co., Daly-Leach Chapel, First Security Bank, Kiwanis,  

Mick and Maggie Turner, Western States Insurance

Guest Sponsors and Event Donors
John and Kathleen Bartos, John Croft, Bonnie Cushing, Donaldson Brothers Ready Mix, Elizabeth Gustin, Hamilton Physical Therapy 

and Sports Rehabilitation, House of Insurance, Huey Lewis, Montana Radio Company, Peterson Glass, Inc.,  
Paul Policastro and Patti Rosa,  Ravalli Electric Co-Op, Ravalli Republic, Kenneth and Susan Senn,  

Specialty Surgical Products, Inc., Diane Thomas-Rupert, Dr. Jerry and Mrs. Williams

Bitterroot Youth Home Gala A Resounding Success



•	 Ethan took the SAT, attended an awards ceremony hosted by UM President, 
George Dennison, to commemorate his success in his Chinese language class at 
Sentinel and got to go to prom.  

•	 Caleb played the role of the school nerd in a production by his Sentinel drama 
class of Awesome 80s Prom.

•	 Noah’s success in treatment has lead to overnight visits with his mother and 
brothers in advance of reunification this summer.  

•	 Alex has steadily earned more 'alone' time in the community on weekends as a 
result of his hard work to build trust and has been doing overnight visits with his 
grandparents.

•	 Two of the Tom Roy Youth Guidance Home residents received outstanding  
student awards from Emma Dickinson. 

•	 Bethany completed her GED and moved into her first apartment.  
•	 Meredith turned 18 and moved into her first apartment through the Tom Roy 

Apartment site living program. 
•	 Ronda participated in Sentinel High School’s Dessert Show in which she performed in a number of group acts and did her own solo.   
•	 Jeremy has been participating in an urban gymnastics class and had his best grades ever last semester – five A’s and two B’s.   
•	 Billy bought his own mountain bike with money saved from a summer job and allowances. He received a bike light and lock from the 

home for his 16th birthday.
•	 Manny tried snowshoeing for the first time when the home went to Lolo Pass recently. He loved it!
•	 Angela has proven to be quite the artist, and one of her amazing drawings is displayed in the 

Program Director’s office.
•	 Julie won second place in a state-wide VFW essay contest. Brandi received third place for Mis-

soula in the contest as well.
•	 Arianna has been working on a science project at school for the past several months and seems 

to be enjoying 8th grade at Target Range.  
•	 Jules played the flute in her middle school band.  
•	 Cathy sang in chorus for the Sentinel High School Dessert Show.  
•	 The Talbot girls rung in the New Year at the University of Montana by dancing away to the Drum 

Brothers. 
•	  Thomas lettered in swimming and competed at state on the varsity swim team. He has also 

greatly enjoyed the ski season. 
•	 Thad attended prom and got his driver’s license.   
•	 Briana acquired a full-time job and is will attend college this fall.  
•	 Trinda received ‘Student of the Month’ of Flathead Youth Home.  
•	 Alanna moved from the Flathead Youth Home into foster care and started to trust the stability 

of a safe home.   
•	 The kids pitched in to prepare the soil for the Flathead Youth Home’s first vegetable garden at 

the new location.
•	 Dylan has a steady job and got his own apartment.
•	 Susan will graduate in June and plans to attend tech school in Helena this fall to study  

aviation.
•	 The kids served dinner each week to the community at the South Valley Child and Family  

Services Center in Hamilton.

ALPS

American Endowment 
Foundation

High Stakes  
Foundation

Lambros Commumnity 
Foundation

Northwest Montana 
Human Resources

Northwestern Energy

Oro Y Plata  
Foundation

Prudential Montana
Real Estate

Sterling Savings 
Bank

The Charles Engelhard
Foundation

Town Pump Charitable 
Foundation

Windermere 
Foundation 

Congratulations to Missoula County United Way for 
EXCEEDING their fundraising goal of one million  
dollars by raising a total of $1,085,000 this year!

It is Legacy Montana Month, an awareness effort 
to educate the public about planned giving. This 
effort was started ten years ago through the hard 
work of a collaboration of Missoula nonprofit 
organizations lead by Jean Bowman. To learn more, 
contact our Development Director at 721-2704 or 
visit the Legacy Montana website:  
www.legacymontana.org

•	 July 10th: The Glacier 
Challenge Multi-sport Race 
benefitting the Flathead 
Youth Home.

•	 July 11th: Youth Homes 
Run 4 Kids Team takes on 
the Missoula Half and Full 
Marathon 

•	 August 4th: Youth Homes 
Annual Summer Party at 
Fort Missoula.

www.youthhomes.com
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The mission of the Youth Homes is “to assist each child in finding security, a 
sense of belonging, and a place to call home.” At the Tom Roy Youth Guidance Home, 
a home for youth transitioning into adulthood, I wanted to not only take care of the 
kids we serve, but also steward the one and a half acres of land that sits behind the 
home to mutually benefit both the young adults and the community we serve.

In the Spring of 2009 while milling about the vacant knapweed field with Tom 
Roy, an active Youth Home advocate for over 30 years , the idea of harvesting the land 

behind our home and the relative importance it could have in helping our young adults 
gain life skills came together.  We discussed a vision for a beautiful garden. The garden would grow organic 
vegetables, provide fresh fruits and vegetables to other Youth Home children, employ some of our Tom Roy 
young adults through a youth employment program, and offer a community shares program to our neigh-
bors and community. We will be giving our young adults the hands-on experience and tools to grow a garden 
that will bear far-reaching benefits—a sense of responsibility and confidence in being able to see something 
through from “seed to plant”.  By Spring 2010, our young adults will be able to care and nurture their crops, 
giving back to the community that supports and provides for their needs.

Neither Tom nor I knew how to grow vegetables, so we turned to Garden City Harvest and other com-
munity resources for assistance. Together we will be transforming not only our weed-infested eyesore into a 
viable farm, but also transforming the youth we serve. 

Youth Homes teen works at the  
River Road Community Garden

Youth Homes collaborates with Garden City Harvest to bring an 
innovative project to Missoula! By Melissa Arno, Program Director - Tom Roy Youth Guidance Home

Becoming a member of our Youth Farm Community Supported Agriculture (CSA) program allows you to receive a portion 
of the farm’s harvest every week, all summer long, for approximately 18 weeks. A share of vegetables will supply a typical 
household of four with a week’s worth of produce. The CSA's are $500 each and can be shared between 2 families ($250 each).  

Please call Ramey Kodadek at 406.721.2704 ext. 222 for more details. 


